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512 Book Notices. 

manifold aboriginal tribes scattered over the southern parts of China. In Japanese 
literature, even nowadays, it is a quite common name, first of all for the Portuguese, 
then, also, for the Spaniards and Dutch ; it enters into the name of several American 
cultivated plants introduced into Japan ; and Namban-ji (" Temple of the southern 
Barbarians ") was the designation of the Jesuit church established at Kyoto from 1560 
to 1588. 

The "red wood " mentioned on p. 256, and in Vol. II, p. 89, is the well-known 
sappan wood of commerce, which, according to Chinese accounts, must also have 
been indigenous in the archipelago, and have formed one of the much-sought-for 
articles of Chinese commerce. 

Some other terms, apparently derived from Chinese, as juanga, canganes, sines, 
tacley, are still unexplained and deserving of study. 

Altogether, the editors have accomplished a meritorious task, and furthered the 
understanding of de Morga's interesting account to a great extent. An index, which 
is unfortunately lacking, would have been very useful. We note in the two volumes 
only one misprint, and that of no great consequence. B. L. 

Dictionnaire d'histoire et de g^ographie du Japan, By £. 
Papinot. lllustre.de 300 gravures, de plusieurs cartes, et suivi de 18 appen- 
dices. Tokyo, 1907. xviii and 992 p., with separate atlas of 11 maps. 
In 1899, Mr. E. Papinot, a Catholic missionary, published in Hongkong a small, 
modest volume of only 297 pages, giving in alphabetical arrangement a list of the 
principal names occurring in the history and geography of Japan. Frequent con- 
sultation of this book, during a number of years, has always proved it a safe and 
trustworthy guide in the pursuit of Japanese studies. The present splendid volume, 
so largely increased, calls forth the greatest expectations; and the author deserves 
the highest praise and the heartiest congratulations for this useful task, which he has 
accomplished in a most creditable manner. It is a handbook that is much needed 
just at the present time, and one that will be indispensable not only to Japanese 
scholars, but also to geographers and historians in general, to diplomats, travellers, 
newspaper editors, collectors, and all people to whom the subject of Japan is dear. 
The book is prefaced by a general introduction to the history of Japan; every catch- 
word is accompanied by its Chinese characters; the information given is precise, 
succinct, and matter-of-fact. The value of the work is greatly enhanced by numerous 
text illustrations taken from Japanese wood-engravings representing landscapes, 
famous personages, historical scenes, and religious ceremonies. The art-historian, 
as well, will avail himself of this dictionary to great advantage, as he will find in it 
the biographies of a large number of painters and other artists. In a supplement 
are given the names of the principal foreigners who had relations with Japan before 
the time of the Restoration (1542-1868). There is also a subject-index, which facili- 
tates the hunting-up and studying of certain subjects — like religion, art, law, medi- 
cine, etc. — under the various headings among which the material is scattered. The 
atlas of 11 maps, including plans of T6ky5 and Kyoto, and representing the pro- 
vinces in colours, is bound separately. It is a most beautiful production, and, owing 
to its octavo size, the most convenient and useful atlas of Japan which we know of. 
Print and paper are equally excellent; the book, issued by a Japanese publishing- 
house in Tokyo, affords enjoyment from both an artistic and a scientific standpoint 
at the same time; and the price, 20 francs, is so remarkably cheap that the wide 
distribution which we earnestly wish for it cannot fail to result. B. L. 



